[New colposcopic terminology: Rio de Janeiro--2011].
The purpose of this work is to review the new colposcopic classification of the International Federation for Cervical Pathology and Colposcopy (IFCPC) from 2011 and the possibilities for its application in diagnostic and treatment processes and research. It fulfills the necessity for a modern and widely applicable nomenclature of the findings and it is based on the latest knowledge in this area. Colposcopic terminology of the vagina, as part of the pathology of the lower genital tract, is included as well, while the vulva and perineum terminology is not yet finally adopted. Furthermore, the various cervical excisional techniques are evaluated and described. According to experts, the popularity of colposcopy will not diminish and it will continue to be used as a routine technique in daily practice. In a critical sense, despite its descriptive and punctual character, the accepted terminology classification does not give a new interpretation of the severity of changes, and as such, it does not significantly modify the diagnostic and therapeutic approach. The lack of a scoring system that would allow the dynamic comparison of the severity of symptoms and the categories over time is a serious weakness. This limits the new colposcopic classification as no more than a working sheet that descriptively assesses the findings of the lower genital tract.